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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 5276 

FROM VATICAN OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, VT 

SUBJECT: POPE PAUL'S HEALTH 

1 . THE VATICAN ANNOUNCED MARCH 20 THAT POPE PAUL HAS CANCELLED 
HIS PARTICIPATION IN FIVE HOLY WEEK RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES DUE 

TO INFLUENZA. 

2. VATICAN SOURCES HAVE INFORMED US THAT THE POPE WAS RELUCTANT 
TO CANCEL HIS PARTICIPATION IN THESE CEREMONIES BUT THE MEDICAL 
DOCTORS ATTENDING HIM INSISTED. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCES, THE 
POPE HAS BEEN WEAKENED BY THE ANTIBIOTIC TREATMENT HE HAS BEEN 
RECEIVING DURING THE PAST TWO WEEKS, AND UNLESS HE TOOK A 
COMPLETE REST HIS DOCTORS FEARED THAT THE FLU COULD TURN INTO 
PNEUMONIA, THEREBY ENDANGERING THE POPE'S HEALTH. 

3. COMMENT: IN ADDITION TO THE BOUT WITH THE FLU, THE 
EIGHTY- YEAR OLD POPE HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN SHAKEN BY THE 
ABDUCTION OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC LEADER MORO BY THE 
RED BRIGADES AND THE KILLING OF HIS FIVE GUARDS AND THE 
RECENT LOSS OF LIFE IN LEBANON. GARDNER 
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